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Latins Eye Chilean Vote 

Congressional Elections Hold Key to Political Future 



By John M. Goshko 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

SANTIAGO, March 1 — On 
Sunday, Chile’s 3,250,000 regis- 
tered voters will east their bal- 
lots in a congressional election 
whose results will be scruti- 
nized by observers seeking 
clues to the future direction of 
this California-sized Andean 
country. 

At stake are 30 of the 50 
seats in the Senate and all 147 
seats in the lower-house 
Chamber of Deputies. As a re- 
sult,’. what the voters do on 
Sunday will have the practical 
effect of determining the na- 
ture of the Chilean Congress 
for the next four years. 

Of even greater importance, 
however, are the potential ef- 
fects of the balloting on the 
presidential e lection sched- 
uled^ to take place here in 
1970, 

Politically, Chile has 
emefged as the most avant 
garde country in Latin Amer- 
ica. 'And, because it stands in 
front of the rest of the field, 
what happens here will have 
definite influence on the 
course of politics in other 
Latin countries and on U.S. 
policy toward the region. 

What makes Chile unique is 
that in the 1964 presidential 
elections it became the first 
Latin American country where 
the struggle for political su- 
premacy shifted from tradi- 
tional parties of the center- 
right to a contest between 
forces of a clearly leftist ideol- 
ogy. 

Term to End 

Specifically, it was a contest 
between a coalition of Marxist 
parties and the so-called 
“Democratic Left” as repre- 
sented by the Catholic-in- 
spired Christian Democratic 
Party. The victor was the 
Christian Democrat, Eduardo 
Frei, whose six-year term will 
end next year (under Chilean 
law Frei cannot succeed him- 
self). 

Since 1964, Frei ihas been 



ocrats. 

The results will have an af- 
fect in sorting out some of the 
potential permutations and 
combinations of alliances that 
could emerge in 1970. 

For the Christian Demo- 
crats, the elections could make 
clearer the degree to which it 
is advisable for the party to 
swing to the left of Frei’s rela- 
tively moderate programs. In- 
ternally, the party has splin- 
tered into several groups, and 
it is the more radical factions j 
that are expected to dictate j 
the choice of next year’s ! 
Christian Democratic presi- 
dential candidate. 

Loss Srength 

After taking almost 55 per 
cent of the over-all vote in the 
1964 presidential election, the 
Christian Democrats skidded 
in ensuing contests to the 
point where they got only 35.6 
per cent in the municipal elec- 
tions of 1967. Party leaders 
concede that they now must 
demonstrate that this decline 
has been arrested by taking 
between 30 and 35 per cent of 
the vote on Sunday. 

Most observers expect that 
the Christian Democrats will 
wind up with about 31 or 32 
per cent of the vote — a figure 
that is generally regarded as 
supportable for a party in 
power during an off-year elec- 
tion. 

Impact on Party 

In more immediate terms, 
Sunday’s elections also will 
have!* a big effect on the Chris- 
tian Democrats’ position as 
the dominant party in Con- 
gress. (It currently has a sim- 
ple majority in the Chamber- 
with 80 deputies and holds 12 
seats, the largest single bloc, 
in the senate). 

Under Chile’s complex pro- 
portional representation sys- 
tem, a score of 31 to 32 per 
cent in the popular vote would 
give the Christian Democrats 
approximately 60 seats in the 
Chamber (thereby losing their 
majority), but they would pick 



the most closely watched polit- 
ical leader in South America. 
In the eyes of many, his strug- 
gle to bring about sweeping 
social and economic reform 
within a democratic frame- 
work is regarded as the ulti- 
mate test of whether the 
ideals of the Alliance for 
Progress are capable of practi- 
cal implementation. 

The campaign’s potentially 
key figures currently are Ra- 
domiro Tomic, who is ex- 
pected to be the Christian 
Democratic candidate and who 
represents forces considerably 
ito the left of Frei, Jorge Ales- 
sandri, an elderly former pres- 
ident with great popular ap- 
peal whom the right hopes to 
offer as 'its candidate, and Sal- 
vador Allende, a radical Marx- 
ist who was Frei’s 1964 oppo- 
nent. and whose place in the 
1970 equation has not yet be- 
come clear. 

Important Election 

To’ each of these people and 
their supporters, Sunday’s bal- 
loting is a matter of substan- 
tial importance. Out of it will 
come the only clear expres- 
sion* between now and 1970 of 
the mood and temper of the 
electorate. 

Insofar as any congressional 
election can be said to have a 
centjal issue, Sunday’s voting 
will turn on the performance 
in office of the Christian Dem- j 




up as many as 12 Senate seats, 
increasing their strength there 
to 24. 

The party expected to gain 
most by defections from the 
Christian Democrats is the 
right-wing National Party, a 
fusion of the principal pre- 
1964 conservative political 
groups. In its efforts to reestab- 
lish conservatism as an im- 
portant force, the National 
Party has two important 
things going for it. 

One is the great distaste 
among well-to-do and middle- 
class voters for the mass-ori- 
ented policies of the Christian 
Democrats. The middle class, 
in particular, is fairly large by 
j Latin American standards, 
and because it no longer finds 
its old political spokesman, 
the" Radical Party, a viable al- 
ternative, it is expected to 
turn heavily toward the Na- 
tional Party. 

The other is the National 
Party’s success in associating 
itself in the public mind with 
the potential candidacy of 
Alessamdri, who actually is an 
, independent and who has been 
trying to hold the National 
Party at arm’s length to create 
a broader base of support. 

Seen As Plea 

However, among many vot- 
ers, who regard the conserva- 
! tive Alessandri as a father fig- 
ure, the idea is growing that a 
vote for the National Party is 
tantamount to a plea for him 
to enter the race. 

Many observers think the 
National Party could win as 
much as 20 per cenit of Sun- 



day’s popular vote. If it does, 
the effect would be to reestab- 
lish the right as an important 
political force and greatly en- 
trance the possibility that 
Alessandri, who will be 74 in 
1970, will emerge as a candi- 
date. 

Where the far left is con- 
cerned, Sunday’s vote will 
play a big part in defining the 
future relationship between 
three groups: the Radicals for- 
merly a centrist middle class- 
oriented party: the Commu- 
nists, an orthodox Moscow-line 
party, and the Socialists, who 
actually stand to the left of 
the Communists and have 
close ties to Fidel Castro’s 
Cuban brand of radical Marx- 
ism. 

In place of the socialist 
communist coalition that op- 
posed Freii in 1964, there now 
is movement toward a new 
1970 coalition between the 
Radicals whose leadership has 
been captured by the party 
left-wing and the Marxists. So 
far, the Communists have 
been openly receptive to the 
idea, but the Socialists, de- 
spite the enthusiasm of their 
leader Allende, have opposed 
the idea of partnership with a 
bourgeodse party. 

Until now, most talk about a 
Radical-Communist coalition 
in 1970 has been based on the 
assumption that there would 
be a Radical Party candidate 
running with Communist sup- 
port. To keep things on that 
basis the Radicals who now 
are the second largest party in 
Congress (10 Senators and 19 



deputies) would ave to main- 
tain that position in Sunday’s 
elections. 

Roles Reversed 

On the other hand if the 
Communists (five senators and 
18 deputies) were to by-pass 
the Radicals on Sunday and 
become the second biggest 
force in Congress, the present 
bargaining roles would be re- 
versed. Then the result might 
will be a Communist presiden- 
tial candidate supported by 
the Radicals. 

The Socialists are hampered 
by the fact that an internal 
split in 1967 caused one fac- 
tion of the party to walk out 
and form a small new party 
called the Popular Socialists. 

Still, a good showing by the 
Socialists as a group and by 
Allende personally (he is ex- 
pected to win reelection to his 
Senate seat in a district that 
has several well-known people 
running) could cause the party 
to take a more pragmatic 
stance in terms of its past op- 
position to coalition with the 
Radicals. 

If the combined vote rolled 
up by the far left is an impres- 
sive one that points toward 
the possibility of a Marxist 
victory in 1970, Allende might 
still be able to convince his 
followers to swallow their ide- 
ological pride and make com- 
mon cause with the Commu- 
nists and Radicals. In that 
case, it also would be very 
likely that Allende, as the 
best-known figure on the far 
left, would emerge as the pre- 
sidential candidate on a joint 
Marxist-Radical ticket. 




